STAAR Persuasive Writing Rubric – English II
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Accomplished
	· Organizational structure is appropriate and particularly well-suited for the purpose
· Writer’s position is clear

· All ideas strongly related to the position, creating a sustained focus
· Progression of ideas is logical and well controlled

· Transitions and strong sentence-to-sentence connections enhance the flow of the essay 
· Writer’s train of thought is easy to follow
	· Development of ideas is highly effective

· Argument is forceful and convincing because reasons and evidence used are specific and well-chosen

· The essay is thoughtful and engaging. Writer may recognize complexities of the issue, consider alternate points of view, use his/her unique experiences or view of the world as a basis for writing, or to connect ideas in interesting ways. 

· Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the persuasive writing task
	· Word choice is purposeful and precise, reflecting a keen awareness of the persuasive purpose and maintains a tone appropriate to the task.

· Sentences are varied, purposeful, and well controlled, enhancing the effectiveness of the essay. 

· Demonstrates a consistent command of sentence boundaries and spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions
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Satisfactory
	· Organizational structure is mostly appropriate to the purpose 

· Writer’s position is clear
· Most ideas are related to the position, though there may be minor lapses in focus
· Progression of ideas is generally logical and controlled
· Transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections are sufficient to show the relationships among  ideas
	· Development of ideas is sufficient.

· Argument is largely convincing because reasons and evidence used are specific and appropriate
· The essay reflects some thoughtfulness

· Original rather than formulaic

· Demonstrates a good understanding of the persuasive writing task 


	· Word choice is mostly clear and specific, reflecting an awareness of the persuasive purpose and establishes a tone appropriate to the task

· Sentences are varied and adequately controlled contributing to the effectiveness of the essay

· Demonstrates an adequate command of sentence boundaries and spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions

· Errors do not affect the clarity of the essay

	2

Basic
	· Organizational structure is evident but not always appropriate to the purpose 

· Writer’s position is weak or somewhat unclear

· Lack of clear position or inclusion of irrelevant information interferes with focus and coherence
· Progression of ideas is not always logical and controlled

· Repetition, wordiness, and/or weak sentence-to-sentence connections cause disruptions in the flow of the essay
	· Development of ideas is minimal
· Argument is superficial and unconvincing  because reasons and evidence used are not always appropriate or are too briefly or partially presented
· The essay reflects little or no thoughtfulness 

· Response to the prompt is sometimes formulaic 

· Demonstrates only a limited understanding of the persuasive writing task
	· Word choice is general or imprecise, reflecting a basic awareness of the persuasive purpose but does little to establish a tone appropriate to the task

· Sentences are awkward or only somewhat controlled, weakening the effectiveness of the essay

· Demonstrates a partial command of sentence boundaries and spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions
· Errors may disrupt fluency 
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Very Limited
	· Organizational structure is inappropriate to the purpose, causing the essay to lack clarity and direction
· Writer’s position is missing, unclear, or illogical. 

· Fails to maintain focus, may include extraneous information, or may shift abruptly from idea to idea 

· Progression of ideas is weak 
	· Development of ideas is weak 

· Argument is ineffective or unconvincing because the reasons and evidence used are inappropriate, vague, or insufficient. 

· Vague or confused

· Weakly linked to the prompt or  demonstrates a lack of understanding of the persuasive writing task 
	· Word choice is vague or limited, reflecting little or no awareness of the persuasive purpose and does not establish a tone appropriate to the task  
· Sentences are simplistic, awkward, or uncontrolled, limiting effectiveness 
· Little or no command of sentence boundaries and spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage conventions


