English II Pre-AP Spring Semester Exam Review 2015
The test is Scantron, so bring a pencil.  Bring your textbook to class to turn in to the bookroom if you haven’t turned it in already.  There are fines for textbooks turned in after school is out.  
JLC Vocabulary – Know the following words and be able to use them correctly in sentences.
1. mesmerizing

2. insolent

3. presumptuous

4. malodorous

5. chasm

6. felicitous

7. malignant

8. exuberance

9. vehemence

10. dawdled

11. stagnant

12. disparaging

13. unequivocal

14. chastise

15. impertinent

16. devious

17. reverentially

18. sullied

19. inviolable

20. innuendos

21. pensive

ATV Vocabulary – Know the following words and be able to use them correctly in sentences.

1. Pilfer

2. Prattle

3. Didactic

4. Contentious

5. Patronizing

6. Frivolous

7. Scrutinize

8. Nostalgic

9. Mediate

10. Terse

11. Deride

12. Ambiguous

13. Jeer

14. Abridge

15. Usurp

16. Candid

17. Fervent

18. Indignant

19. Insipid

20. Reticent


There will be selections from ATTC and Julius Caesar to read and answer AP style questions. Review practice AP sets that we did together in class. Be familiar with these terms and be able to use them in the AP and other multiple choice questions.

1. understatement

2. allusion

3. alliteration

4. parallelism/antithesis
5. analogy

6. cumulative sentence

7. compound sentence

8. balanced sentence

9. periodic sentence 

10. anaphora

11. sentence fragment

12. assertions

13. conjectures

14. assumptions

15. declarations

16. retraction

17. refutation

18. irony

19. hyperbole

20. tongue-in-cheek

21. disingenuous

22. paradox

23. oxymoron

24. euphemism

25. conceit

26. satiric

27. metaphor

28. non sequitur
29. unbiased
30. disdainful
31. anecdote

Know terms from techniques for persuasion:

1. Logos – Logical appeal 

A. Inductive reasoning 

B. Deductive reasoning 

Logical Fallacies:

A. Hasty generalization:  

B. Faulty analogy

C. Faulty causality

D. Begging the question

E. Equivocation
2. Pathos – Emotional Appeal 
Emotional Fallacies

A. Scare tactics:  

B. Either-Or Choice

C. Sentimental appeals:

D. Bandwagon appeals: 

3. Ethos – Ethical Appeal 
Fallacies of ethical arguments:

A. Appeals to false authorities:

B. Dogmatism:  

C. Moral Equivalence:  offenses

D. Ad Hominem arguments:
Be able to analyze a new essay for rhetorical strategies.
There will be a matching section of fallacy examples.  Check the Persuasion Folder on my website for the fallacies handout and extra practice. Here is some more practice!
1. “My opponent has lived in our state for only two years,” says a candidate for state senator. “Let’s not put an outsider into office.”

2. Social security must be privatized or the system will go broke within twenty years.

3. As part of a campaign to extend welfare payments, a camera crew documents the day-to-day life of a single mother on welfare whose on-screen generosity, kindness, and tears represent her as a hard working, genuinely good person caught in difficult circumstances.

4. An ad for a new movie shows people waiting to buy tickets in a line that extends halfway around the block.

5. My Honda has been in the repair shop three times in a month. Don’t buy a Honda; Honda’s are unreliable.

6. John can’t be an embezzler; he is an honest person.

7. “Guns don’t kill people, people kill people.”

8. Since I started going to bed at nine o’clock, my grades have improved. Instead of studying for my finals, I plan to go to bed at eight o’clock each night...

9. The only view that possibly makes sense is that smoking should not be allowed in any Houston restaurants or bars, ever. 

10. My little brother is like a fly. If I don’t swat him, he won’t leave me alone.

11. This country has weapons of mass destruction that they will use to destroy our population if we don’t stop them.
Review the Advanced Syntax Techniques. Check my website in the Grammar Folder for the STASH handout. 
Here is some more practice! Identify the following devices. Each term will only be used once. 

b. Anaphora

c. Anadiplosis

d. Epanalepsis

e. Epistrophe

f. Polysyndeton

g. Asyndeton

h. Rhetorical fragment

i. Antimetabole

___________1. When he returned, he received medals, honors, riches, titles, fame.

___________2. They read and studied and wrote and drilled. I laughed and played and talked and flunked.

___________3. Happy am I.

___________4. Slowly and grimly they advanced, not knowing what lay ahead, not knowing what they could find at the top of the hill, not knowing that they were so near the outpost.

___________5. In order for us to gain an understanding of the situation, the photographs and the electronic intercepts must be carefully analyzed, and the reports of operatives on the ground must be carefully analyzed, the enemy’s motives must be carefully analyzed. 

___________6. The treatment plant has a record of uncommon reliability, a reliability envied by every other water treatment facility on the coast.

___________7. Water alone dug this giant canyon; yes, just ordinary water.

___________8. My favorite color? Green. Of course.

___________9. I know what I like and I like what I know.

There are a few specific questions about A Tale of Two Cities.  Review study questions for setting, names of characters and what part they had in novel.
Be able to choose the correct pronoun to complete a sentence. 

Here is some extra practice! Select the best answer.
1.      Each student must bring (his, their) book to class.

2. Both students must bring (his, their) books to class.
3. Both of the Viking chiefs have (his, their) loyal followers.
4. The order was given to (who,whom).

5. It’s the rebel chief (who, whom) is threatening the borders.

6. The chief (who, whom) we all fear most is a rebel.
7. Only a few of them brought (his, their) mythology books to class.

Be able to choose the correct verb to complete a sentence. 

Here is some extra practice! Subject-Verb Agreement: Correct the verb in the sentence if necessary.

1. One day in 1994, Kevin Mitnick, one of the country’s most wanted computer criminals, makes a critical mistake.

2. Mitnick, already under FBI investigation, break into the home computer of a computer expert.

3. A trail of e-mail messages provide vital clues.

4. Everyone in the jury find him guilty.

5. Neither the Hardy Boys nor Nancy was the stay-at-home type.
6. Nancy or the Hardy Boys is always near a crime scene.

7. Either the office manager or the law intern are guilty.
8. Both the mailman and the Federal Express delivery man wears khaki shorts.

9. Neither Nancy nor the brothers experiences problems at home or at school.

10. Nevertheless, the detectives’ sharp wits and intelligence inspires their readers.
Be able to recognize the following phrases when used in sentences: prepositional, infinitive, participle, appositive, gerund, and absolute.
Here is some extra practice! Identify the following phrases:

1. Gail Devers, a champion sprinter, was born in Seattle in 1966.

2. Golden Retrievers are valued by hunters for their eagerness to work.

3. Large crowds attend games featuring rival schools.

4. Played for more than 100 years, high school football has a rich tradition.

5. He loves to swim.

6. More and more women are learning to golf.

7. The storks, their slender bodies sleek and black against the orange sky, circled high above us.
8. Playing chess is the specialty of the program Deep Blue.

9. Beating other top players brilliantly, Chinook was the new checkers champion.

Active vs. Passive Voice – Be able to choose the sentence in active voice when given two options.
Here is some extra practice!

1. The Hubbard Glacier is grinding to a stop at the head of the Yakautat Bay.

2. The mouth of the bay is being closed by the glacier.

3. Animals inside the bay are being trapped by the ice flow.

4. When the glacier moves, it makes a roaring sound.

5. Ice and debris are carried away.

6. On some occasions, onlookers estimate that the waves from the rushing water are 30 feet high.

There is a revising and editing sample like the following:


Proper care of the teeth and gums is essential for a healthy lifestyle.  Ignoring in-depth maintenance of the teeth and surrounding structures can lead to many avoidable problems.  Incomplete chewing of food can lead to indigestion and the probability that food is not being properly absorbed, this ultimately results in malnutrition.  Teeth function as the nutrition procurement system of the body, and they are also an early warning system of disease.  Properly maintaining the mouth is the first step to a lifetime of proper nutrition.

As the ultimate in perfectly designed food processors, the mouth handles all nutrients prior to ingestion.  Saliva, working in conjunction with teeth, is the first agent to work on the digestion of food.  The normal pH of saliva is slightly acidic, but it can be neutralized with an alkaline mouthwash such as baking soda and water.  Cleaning the teeth after meals also helps to maintain the proper pH level of the mouth.


As procurement officers, teeth are designed to grab, tear and grid fueling substances that empower the body to do work.  For the teeth to be effective as blenders providing fortification for the body, they need to be properly aligned.  The grinding teeth the upper and lower molars fit face to face on every plane so that when they come together they are in exact alignment to mash food into digestible form.  If nature has not seen to their precise alignment, an orthodontist may be called in to make suitable adjustments.  Designer braces are available for those who can afford them.  Thanks to dental technology, braces and retainers are no longer an inconvenient or unsightly way to ensure proper alignment.


Proper care of the teeth includes brushing up and down to remove tiny food particles and bacteria.  Flossing can be helpful when teeth are so close together that a brush cannot clear the spaces in-between.  If thorough maintenance is applied to the teeth every day, they should never need replacement.  Dentures are considered a replacement but never do the job as well.

1. Which of the following changes best corrects an error in paragraph 1?

a. Capitalize “disease”
b. Combine the first two sentences

c. Change “essential for” to “essential to”

d. Place a semicolon after “absorbed”

2. Which sentence in paragraph 1 should be moved to paragraph 3?

a. sentence 1

b. sentence 2

c. sentence 3

d. sentence 4

e. sentence 5

3. If you had to delete a sentence in paragraph 3, which would be the most appropriate choice?

a. sentence 1

b. sentence 2

c. sentence 3

d. sentence 4

e. sentence 5

4. Which of the following suggestions would correct an omission in the third paragraph?

a. add hyphens to “face to face”
b. capitalize “orthodontist”

c. insert commas around the appositive, “the upper and lower molars”

d. set off “the upper and lower molars” with dashes

e. change “nature” to read “Mother Nature”

5. Which of the following suggestions would improve the concluding paragraph?

a. delete the last sentence

b. move sentence 4 to precede sentence 1
c. reverse the order of all the sentences

d. exchange sentences 2 and 4

e. eliminate the paragraph

