English II Pre-AP Course Syllabus 2015-2016
Subject to change
The curriculum may be adjusted from time to time to reflect student needs. The following is a general outline of English II Pre-AP. More detail can be found in the curriculum documents on the Fort Bend website. It is recommended that students have their own copy of The Hot Zone by Richard Preston, The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan and A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens. Other literature studied is in the textbook, or there are enough copies in the English Department to make their purchase unnecessary.

First Semester

1st Nine Weeks

Literature:
Review literary terms, apply to summer reading and short stories


Summer Reading:
1984 (all Pre-AP classes)



Lord of the Flies (non-GSA)




Nothing to Envy (GSA)



Short Story Unit



Poetry



Non-fiction

Writing:  
Skills for timed writings and other expository writing

· “Attacking the Prompt” to write effective thesis statements and organize ideas for body paragraphs
· Choosing textual evidence to support ideas and blend evidence into thoughtful commentary to support claims
· Writing concise introductions and conclusions

· Citing sources in an essay



Skills for the research paper

· Choosing a limited subject for research

· Evaluating and choosing appropriate sources

· Citing sources correctly using MLA format
    

· Avoiding plagiarism


Grammar:
Avoiding common sentence structure errors


Recognizing and writing a variety of sentence types



Using correct punctuation

AP Skills:
Diction, allusions, details, imagery, tone, archetypes, satire, etc. and effect on meaning (particularly through close reading exercises)

AP-style multiple choice questions
Vocabulary: 
Short story and novel vocabulary study


English II Pre-AP Supplemental Vocabulary – ATV vocabulary
2nd Nine Weeks

Literature:
Non-fiction study – The Hot Zone


Drama study – Julius Caesar
Writing:
Expository Writing/Research Paper:

· Incorporating evidence and correctly citing from sources

· Creating insightful ideas and commentary about research topic

· Editing and revising drafts for improvement

· Preparing a Works Cited page 

· Avoiding clutter and writing with clarity and concision
STAAR Persuasive Writing:

· Crafting clear and effective thesis statements

· Incorporating logos, ethos, and pathos to persuade

· Using sustained focus and transitions for clarity

Grammar:      
 Pronouns
AP Skills:
Motifs leading to theme


Style analysis


Irony 
Tone

AP-style multiple choice questions
Vocabulary:  
Continue study of new vocabulary in literature and ATV vocabulary
Second Semester

3rd Nine Weeks

Literature:  
Drama study – Oedipus/Antigone


Novel study – The Joy Luck Club


Non-fiction



Poetry

Writing:  
Persuasive Writing



Rhetorical Analysis


  
Timed Writings


Short Answer Responses
Grammar:  
Using phrases to improve fluency, subject/verb agreement, parallel structure
AP Skills:
Analyzing rhetorical strategies



Fallacies of Argument


     
Denotative and connotative meanings of words


      
AP-style multiple choice questions

                          Aristotle’s Rules for Tragedy
Vocabulary:  
Continue study of new vocabulary in literature and ATV vocabulary
4th Nine Weeks
Literature:     
Novel study – A Tale of Two Cities

        
Poetry



Non-fiction

Writing:     
Synthesis writing


    
Timed writings
Grammar:  
Active vs. Passive Voice 
                          Advanced Syntax Techniques
AP Skills:  
Synthesizing sources to support an argument

Satire


Meaningful annotations


AP-style multiple choice questions
Vocabulary:  
Continue study of new vocabulary in literature and ATV vocabulary
Grading Procedures and Late Work: 

Daily work is late if a student doesn’t have it ready to turn in when the teacher requests it. Students must submit the completed assignment to their teacher at the beginning of class the next day to receive any credit. Thirty points will be deducted for the assignment being late. If the student does not bring the completed work to class the next day, he/she will receive a zero for that daily grade assignment.

Late major grades will have 30-points deducted if the student submits the assignment at the beginning of class the next day. Major grade assignments will be considered late if the student does not turn in the assignment when the teacher requests it. If the student fails to bring the assignment to class the next day, a zero will be assigned for that major grade. Writing assignments for which the teacher requires submission to Turnitin.com for a plagiarism check will not be graded until they are uploaded. Teachers have the right to deduct points for late submissions to Turnitin.com. Submission to Turnitin.com does not replace handing in a hard copy of written work if the teacher requires it. 

Re-testing is available for any student who makes below a 75 on major grade tests only. Students must participate in a tutorial conducted before or after school or during class, per their teacher’s discretion, in order to take the re-test. Re-tests will not be the same as the first test. Students will receive the score from the re-test, regardless if it is lower than their original test grade. The highest grade any student can earn on a re-test is a 75. 

To help students manage their testing load, departments have been assigned a schedule of when they can give major grade tests. The English Department is scheduled for odd dates. 

Daily quizzes, in-class presentations, essays, and long-term projects with pre-published timelines are not affected by this schedule.

Electronics:

Electronic devices (including MP3 players, e-books, laptops, tablets, cell phones, etc.) may only be used for academic and instructional purposes. Students must stay on the assigned task when using electronic devices; if not on-task, students will be re-directed. If the off-task behavior continues, students will receive a referral to their assistant principal for insubordination. Students will also be expected to turn off their cell phones and place the phones in their backpacks at a designated place in the room before all assessments. Students who fail to comply with this rule will receive a referral to their assistant principal.
Class Supplies:

Three-ring binder

Dividers (Warm-ups, Vocabulary, Notes/Practice, Grammar)

Pens/Pencils

Highlighters

Notebook paper

One box of tissues 
One standard legal pad 
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