English II Research Paper Topics
You will need at least three sources of different types – not all internet, magazine, newspaper, etc. Remember, you must narrow any of these topics down to a manageable size for your 3-4 page paper. You will need to collaborate on topics in groups of two or three. Select a topic and ask yourselves some questions.  The best research starts with questions!
Acting your age – Should the legal drinking age be increased or decreased? Obtaining a driver’s license? Voting age?
Girl power - Examine the role of gender in American politics and society: women in the workplace? Military? Working outside the home vs. being a stay at home mom?
Bullying and/or cyber-bullying - who bullies, and what is the effect?
Depression and loneliness - A problem for teens? What is the solution to the problem? Effects of social “cliques” on teens? 
Mental disorders – What types of mental health disorders are common in America? What are their treatments? Are there cures?

Peer pressure among teens - Why do good people make bad choices? Solutions for peer pressure? 
Child emancipation - Should children/teens ever be allowed to be legally freed from their parents?
Technology overload - Is technology taking over? Do you think we have become too dependent on technology? Which technological innovations have improved the quality of everyday life? Which ones have had a negative impact?

Violence on TV, music, video games – does it affect children?  Should we have more censorship? Less?

Capital punishment – Is lethal injection (or other methods) cruel and unusual punishment?  Is it fairly carried out?  Should it be stopped?

School violence – Should teachers carry guns?  Is there more violence in schools than in the past?  What to do about it?  Are no tolerance policies effective? Should children be tried as adults in the courtroom? What causes teen violence and how should it be punished?
Prisons – Are we locking up too many people in this country?  What are the alternatives? Are rehabilitation programs better options to reduce recidivism?
Government’s role in keeping us safe – from natural disasters like hurricanes, seat belts, helmets when riding bicycles or motorcycle , in airports, ports, etc.  How far is too far?  Is it the government’s job to
save people from themselves?

Racial profiling – Who uses it, and is it ever justified?

Corporal punishment – Should parents be allowed to use corporal punishment? Teachers and/or principals? What are the pros and cons of corporal punishment?

Child privacy rights – What kinds of things can be harmful in kids’ cell phones, e-mail and/or Facebook accounts? Who has the right to monitor kids’ accounts?

Compulsory education – What are the laws regarding students’ attendance at school? What is the point of making kids attend school? What about homeschooling or charter schools? Are they a better option for parents? Why or why not?
School rights over students – What rules are schools allowed to impose on students? Is it helpful or harmful for students?

Professional sports and steroids – What is the history of steroids and professional sports? Why is it an issue? What are possible punishments for athletes who use performance enhancing drugs? 

Society’s reaction to music – What are some genres of music that were at first considered risqué in society that are now accepted?

Religious tolerance – What are some current issues with religious tolerance in America and around the world? Are there solutions to religious intolerance?

Cell phone safety rules – How are cell phones dangerous? What are new laws regarding cell phone use while driving? What are some punishments associated with texting and driving?

Public transportation – What are different forms of public transportation in other cities and countries? How does this help the environment and stress associated with commuting?

Chemicals in food – How do antibiotics and growth hormones fed to livestock eventually affect the people who consume meat? Are organic foods worth the extra money that consumers pay for them? What is the local food movement? What re genetically modified foods, and do they pose harm to consumers? What are alternative diets (vegetarianism, veganism, clean eating, etc.)?
Standardized tests – Why do we have standardized tests? What do they measure? Are they effective?
Homework stress – How much homework is too much homework? How many hours of homework does the average student have? What are the pros and cons of hours of homework?

Length of the school year – How does the American school year stack up to the amount of time students in other countries spend in school? How can this affect the future of America?

Free college – What are the pros and cons of the government providing free basic college classes for all tax payers?

Parental influence and child success – Are students whose parents are very involved in their lives more successful in the long run? Is there such thing as parents being too involved? What would be the effect?

Child obesity – Who is at fault? What can be done to solve the problem?
Teen pregnancy – Has the teen pregnancy rate increased or decreased in recent year? What do abstinence programs entail? Do they work?

Identity theft – Are there more instances of identity theft in America than a decade ago? Why or why not? How can Americans protect their information?

Affirmative action – What is affirmative action? Is it still used in America? If so, by whom and is it justified?

Immigration – What are current immigration laws in America? What are the debates about immigration? Does illegal immigration pose a threat to national security?

Disease research – What are some diseases that are currently incurable? What kinds of efforts are being taken to find cures? Should non-profit organizations think of new, innovative ways to spread awareness and fundraise (think ALS bucket challenge)?
Self-defense laws – What are self-defense laws in Texas? In the US? What are some recent cases involving self-defense laws and the debates surrounding them?

If you have another idea, please see me. Get it approved before you spend your valuable time researching it.  Please no papers about legalizing marijuana or other drugs, abortion, smoking bans, or global warming. If you’d like more options, check out the Opposing Viewpoints database on the CHS library website.
