Plagiarism Examples

The Modern Language Association recommends a system of in-text citation. Here, briefly, is how the MLA citation system usually works:

1. The source is introduced by a signal phrase that names its author or the title of the source.

2. The material being cited is followed by parenthetical documentation.

3. At the end of the paper, a list of works cited (arranged alphabetically) gives complete publication information about the source.

Example 1:

Original Source:

Future cars will provide drivers with concierge services, web-based information, online e-mail capabilities, CD-ROM access, on-screen and audio navigation technology, and a variety of other information and entertainment services.

-Matt Sundeen, “Cell Phones and Highway Safety: 2000 State Legislative Update,” p. 1

Plagiarism:

Matt Sundeen points out that in cars of the future drivers will have concierge services, web-based information, online e-mail capabilities, CD-ROM access, on-screen and audio navigation technology, and a variety of other information and entertainment services (1).

Correct Citation:

Matt Sundeen points out that in cars of the future drivers will have “concierge services, web-based information, online e-mail capabilities, CD-ROM access, on-screen and audio navigation technology, and a variety of other information and entertainment services” (1).

Example 2:

Original Source: The automotive industry has not shown good judgment in designing automotive features that distract drivers. A classic example is the use of a touch-sensitive screen to replace all the controls for radios, tape/CD players, and heating/cooling. Although an interesting technology, such devices require that the driver take his eyes off the road.


-Tom Magliozzi and Ray Magliozzi, Letter to a Massachusetts State Senator, p. 3

Plagiarism: Unacceptable Borrowing

Radio show hosts Tom and Ray Magliozzi argue that the automotive industry has not demonstrated good judgment in devising car features that distract drivers. One feature is a touch-sensitive screen that replaces controls for radios, tape/CD players, and heating/cooling. Although the technology is interesting, such devices require that a driver look away from the road (3).

To avoid inadvertent plagiarism like this, resist the temptation to look at the source while you are summarizing or paraphrasing. Close the book, write from memory, and then open the book to check for accuracy. This technique prevents you from being influenced by the words on the page.

Correct Citation:

Radio show hosts Tom and Ray Magliozzi claim that motor vehicle manufacturers do not always design features with safety in mind. For example, when designers replaced radio, CD player, and temperature control knobs with touch-sensitive panels, they were forgetting one thing: To use the panels, drivers would need to take their eyes off the road (3).

Plagiarism: Paraphrasing with No Citation

The automotive industry has designed new models of cars that have many features, such as touch-screen controls for the radio and climate control, which can cause drivers to not pay close enough attention to the road or their driving.

Correct Citation:

The automotive industry has designed new models of cars that have many features, such as touch-screen controls for the radio and climate control, which can cause drivers to not pay close enough attention to the road or their driving (Magliozzi 3).

