The Hot Zone: Part III
Smashdown

INSERTION 
1 What were some of CJ’s thoughts in preparing to give the interview? 

2 What is the white ambulance and what is in it? 

3 What is the purpose of the gray area? 

4 What advice did Nancy give her crew before going in? 

5 What did Jerry and Mark see inside? How did they react? 

6 What did Nancy notice on the monkeys? 

7 What does Milton Frantig do that upsets Dan? 

A MAN DOWN 
1 Why is the Slammer a safer place to keep an Ebola patient than a community hospital? 
2 Why did McCormick insist on sending Milton Frantig to a

community hospital? What were some other options?
3 Why did Dan turn over all the decisions to CJ? What worried CJ about the decisions Dan
had made so far? 

4 How many monkeys and how many people were in the monkey house at this point? 

91 TANGOS 
1 What "close calls" did Jerry Jaax have with the disease? 

2 How many monkeys do they have to kill? 

3 What was the condition of the monkey house? 

4 What were 4 symptoms Jerry saw as he moved around? 

5 What was the most dangerous part of the job and why? 

6 What were some safety tips that Jerry had told his troops? 

7 Why is bleach poured down the drain after blood? 

INSIDE 
1 Why didn’t people want to leave the facility? 

2 How did they maintain radio contact with the outside? Why this method? 

3 What happened just as Rhonda and Charlotte were sent out? 

4 How long had Jerry been in his suit and what were the effects on him? How did he feel by the end of the day? 
5 During the cleanup what did they find lying around? What do you think was the source of these items? 
A BAD DAY 
1 What were Frantig’s results on the Ebola test? What would have happened if it had come up with the

opposite result?
2 What is T-61? 

3 What happened in Room C? 

4 What are Colonel CJ Peters’ "bad habits" and how did they pay off? 

5 What changes did Jerry make in procedure as the operation went on? 

6 Why do Peter and Tom keep asking each other how they’re feeling?
9    Compare Jahrling’s possible method of exposure with Frantig’s. 

10 How would Peter Jahrling know if he did have Ebola? 

11 Describe Rhonda’s nightmare. 

DECON 
1 When was the last monkey killed? 

2 How did they dispose of the monkeys? 

3 How did Jerry finally catch the escaped monkey? 

4 What did Sgt. Klages find in the freezer? What did Johnson tell him to do? 

5 What was the condition of the monkey house after the killings were completed? How did they go about

cleaning the place up? 
6 What was the final blow in sterilizing the facility? 

THE MOST DANGEROUS STRAIN 
1 How did Ebola travel throughout the building? 

2 What was the case fatality rate in the second outbreak? 

3 Although this new strain turned out not to be lethal to humans, what was scary about it? 

4 What did the infected lung look like? What are the implications for infection of a virus that moves from the

lung to the testicles? 
5 What steps did the CDC take to prevent another outbreak? 

6 Why didn’t CJ test the airborne hypothesis? 

7 What is the next case study that the author raises? 

8 What is the likely index case for Reston? What are some other possibilities for the link between the African

and Asian strains? 

The Hot Zone: Part IV Kitum Cave

HIGHWAY 
1 The author has changed the narrative point of view. What is the narrative point of view, now? What’s the author trying to accomplish by this? Give some reasons why the author might have changed the point of view. 
2 Why is the Kinshasa Highway referred to as the AIDS Highway? 
3 How did development of the trans-Africa highway lead to the spread of the disease(s)? 

4 “Shining with remembered enigma.” What does this mean? 

5 Who is Robin MacDonald and how does he make a living? 

6 What was the author's reason for traveling to Mount Elgon? 

7 How did Robin describe the folklore surrounding the virus? 

CAMP 
1 What had the author put in his backpack in case of exposure to infection? 
2 What makes Kitum Cave “a nice place for a virus to jump species”?


3 What was found in the cave in which the author "saw something wonderful"? 

4 The author uses a poetic metaphor, “the revenge of the rain forest,” to describe a scientific hypothesis.

What is the hypothesis? How accurately/inaccurately does the metaphor portray it? 
5 What was found among some ripening elderberries? Why does the author characterize the vine as like a

virus? How is it like and unlike a virus? 
6 What is the image or ending message the author leaves us? 

