The Hot Zone: Part II
The Monkey House

RESTON 
1 How long are monkeys quarantined before distribution? 

2 Who is Dr. Dan Dalgard and what is his job? What kind of person is he? 

3 Where did the October 4, 1989 shipment come from and how big was it? Describe the places they stopped on the way to Reston and how they were stored. 

4 What are the characteristics of the crab-eating macaque species of monkey? Why are they described as competitors of humans in their natural environment? 

5 What happened to Jerry that influenced him greatly? 
6 Write a dialogue of the conversation between Bill Volt and Dan Dalgard. What % of monkeys were dead by this time? What questions would Dan be asking? Where were most of the deaths located? 

7 Why can’t you do an autopsy of a monkey in front of other monkeys? 

8 What did he find out during the autopsy? 

9 What did Dalgard find when he went to work on Saturday, November 1?
10 What was the condition of the spleens in these specimens compared to a normal monkey spleen? 

INTO LEVEL 3 
1 Why did Dalgard decide to contact USAMRIID? 
2 Who is Peter Jahrling and what is his specialty? 

3 What irritated and concerned Peter about the samples Dan sent him? 

4 What characterizes the safety conditions in a Level 3 facility? 

5 How did they culture the virus? There were at least four different samples, what were they? 

6 What was the location of the mass deaths on November 16? 

7 What was Peter’s tentative conclusion on 11/16? What was Dalgard’s response? 

EXPOSURE 
1 Who is Thomas Geisbert and what does he do at USAMRIID? 

2 Why did Geisbert like doing work with hot viruses alone with his microscope? 

3 How did the cells Tom saw differ from normal cells? 

4 Jahrling refers to the cell culture as “off the plastic”. What does he mean by this? 

5 What was his suspicion about the culture and how did he test it? 

6 Why was it a mistake for Geisbert and Jahrling to smell the flask? 

THANKSGIVING 
1 Why did the Jaax family have a horrid Thanksgiving? 

2 How did Dan Dalgard spend his Thanksgiving? 

3 What was his main worry? 

4 List three hypotheses about how the virus had apparently jumped from room F to room H. 

MEDUSA 
1 Describe the diamond knife. Why was the diamond knife necessary for the work that Thomas Geisbert was doing? 

2 What did he see in the EM images? Why did it upset him? 

3 How did Thomas Geisbert determine that the cells under his microscope were a form of Ebola? 

4 What were some of the possible modes of infection? 

5 What are inclusion bodies? 

6 What are bricks and why are they so dangerous? 

7 In retrospect, what was the “pepper” that Tom had seen under the light microscope? 

THE FIRST ANGEL 
1 What convinced Geisbert that the substance was Marburg? 

2 Compare the evidence to Marburg. Why was Jahrling
skeptical? What did they check to make sure?

3 Who is Colonel CJ Peters? How is he described? 

4 Why were Jahrling, Geisbert, and Peters so secretive about the virus? 

5 What is “a certain pucker factor”? What is his concern? 
6 What is the crisis that CJ is worried about? 
7 How do some patients respond to life in the Slammer? 
8 Neither Peter nor Tom mention the “sniffing incident” to CJ Why not? 
9 How’s the author using foreshadowing here? 

10 Peter thinks Marburg is not easy to catch. Dan thinks it could be airborne. What evidence do you have to this point? Make a list. 

11 How did Peter and Tom resolve their concerns about having breathed in the vapor? 

THE SECOND ANGEL 
1 What did the evidence from monkey 053’s cells show? 

2 How did Tom break the news to Jahrling? 

3 Why did Jahrling hesitate to tell Dalgard that he had detected an Ebola strain? 

4 What were some precautions Jahrling requested of Dalgard? 

5 How could Jahrling test to see if the monkey virus reacted in humans? What did it mean if the cells were glowing? 

6 Explain the results of the culture. What was the reaction? 

CHAIN OF COMMAND 
1 Why did Jahrling repeat the test? 

2 Describe CJ’s reaction. 

3 Who is CJ’s boss and who is the boss’s boss? 

4 What did Col. David Huxsoll decide to do? Who did they get involved as their lead researcher and why? 

5 What is Gen. Philip Russell’s reaction? 
6 How did Jahrling rationalize not telling anyone about having sniffed the solution? 

7 What are three ways to eliminate a virus? Which are or are not applicable at this point? 

8 What are the options for biocontainment? 

9 What is a species jumper? 

10 What was Nancy’s recommendation of what to do next? 

11 How is the tension between the CDC and the Army
characterized by General Russell?
12
Who were the next people to be notified? 
GARBAGE BAGS 

1 Why was Dalgard so afraid of Peters and of letting outsiders into the monkey house? 

2 What did Nancy notice on the cells from the sample the Hazelton doctors had prepared? 

3 “The Army might have to act decisively to put out this fire.” What does this mean? 

4 What option is CJ and Gene Johnson talking themselves into at this point? 

5 Why did they have to sterilize the bags with bleach and what were they used for? 

SPACE WALK 
1 Why couldn’t Nancy bring her standard ID card into the decon chamber? 

2 How did the spacesuits and the confined space affect the way the two people had to walk and interact with each other? 

3 How does the author characterize the states of order and disorder in life and death terms? Why are viruses an exception to this rule? 

4 What was Nancy Jaax looking for when she operated on the monkey and why was she disappointed? 

5 Why could she not confirm the presence of Ebola in these specimens? List the evidence from the internal organs. 

SHOOTOUT 
1 Why didn’t Russell want the CDC to take over the operation? 

2 Who was at the meeting? 
3 Why can’t Dr. Joe McCormick and C.J Peters stand each other? 

4 How did this episode affect McCormick’s perspective on the danger of Ebola? 

5 What didn’t CJ tell anyone else at the meeting? Why? 

6 How did the Army and CDC resolve the issue of case management? 

MISSION 
1 Who was on the team that CJ put together? 

2 What were the three priorities set up by the team? 
3 Why is Kitum Cave so important to the story? How was the monkey house like Kitum Cave? 

4 What does Nancy know at this point? 

RECONNAISSANCE 
1.
What was the plan for December 1? What time were they going to start? Why? 

2. Who did Gene Johnson see in the parking lot?

3 Why did they seal off Room H? 

4 What did the first radio reports say that scared the workers? 

5 Why did Nancy avert her eyes? 

6 What else did she notice about the monkeys that scared her? 

7 What is the dramatic effect of the lengthy description of the normal family life of the Jaax family? 

