The Hot Zone: Part I: Reading Questions
The Shadow of Mt. Elgon 
As you read, write the answer to these questions on your own piece of paper.  Completing these reading questions will help you study for quizzes and tests on this book.

SOMETHING IN THE FOREST

1. Who is Charles Monet? What happens to Monet? Describe. 

2. (pages 4-6) The author uses a sensory image of hot and cold in describing the case. What is it? 

3. Why were workers burning the fields? 

4. As of page 13, list three possible sources of infection from the cave. 

5. How did the pillar in the cave get scored and marked? How does this realization contribute to the mood of life in the cave? 

6. List the symptoms, feelings, and progression of the disease as it struck Monet. 

7. What is the reference to “hot” in this sequence? 

8. What does it mean for his bloodstream to “throw clots”? 

9. Narrative point of view. The author often switches from one narrative point of view to another. On page 20 the author switches from third-person narration to the second-person voice, i.e., “he” and “they” are switched to “you.” What is the impact of this technique? Why do you think the author does it? 

10. The toxic agent has an active voice as the chapter ends. What is it doing? 

11. Is the agent that killed Charles Monet a character in The Hot Zone? If it is a character, what sort of a character is it and what role does it seem to play? 

JUMPER 
1. What happened to Dr. Shem Musoke, who worked on Charles Monet? How could this have been prevented? 

2. Describe the kidneys and liver during the autopsy. 

3. Compare Dr. Musoke’s symptoms with Monet’s. 

4. What did Dr. Musoke do that contributed to the spread of the disease? 

5. Describe the findings of the exploratory surgery performed on Dr. Musoke. 

6. Why did Dr. David Silverstein purify the serum? What is this? 

7. Where did he send the samples? Why? 

8. What is the significance of the title of this chapter? 

DIAGNOSIS 
1. Who is Dr. David Silverstein? 

2. What was the diagnosis for Dr. Musoke? What is the history of this virus? 

3. In the original home of the virus, what % of the monkeys were infected? 

4. What does it mean to “jump species”? 

5. What everyday shape is the virus particle of Marburg compared to in the book? 

6. What are the two types of Ebola? 

7. Page 39—the author lists four possible intermediate hosts, what are they?

8. What was Mr. Jones’ business? In that business, how were the products inspected and what was the problem? 

9. What is the WHO? What do they do? 

10. What is the science of epidemiology? What is the root word
structure of this field?

11. What was Silverstein’s response to finding out about the Marburg diagnosis? 

12. Why does the author compare Charles Monet to “an Exocet
missle struck below the water line”?

13. What is Shem Musoke’s recollection about his illness? Any
lingering symptoms?


A WOMAN AND A SOLDIER 
1. Describe Nancy Jaax, who is she? Describe her job, house,
family, location.

2. The author sometimes changes the narrative point of view as he’s telling the story. How is the narrative point of view different between the description of Charles Monet and the description of Nancy Jaax? 

3. What was Nancy’s hobby/activity and how did this help her
confidence?

4. Nancy cuts herself in the kitchen. How does this foreshadow the events to come, and what kind of reaction and emotion does it signify on her part? 

PROJECT EBOLA 
1. What was Nancy’s specialty in the lab? 

2. What do the initials USAMRIID stand for? What other nicknames does the place have? 

3. What are two examples of the lethal microorganisms being
worked on at USAMRIID? What are the fears of these agents?

4. What was Nancy’s job in Gene Johnson’s lab? 

5. What were some of the other agents Nancy had worked on and had vaccinations for? Name three. 

6. Why was Nancy so determined to get to level 4? 

7. Who is Gene Johnson? Describe his personality and some
surprises about him. What makes an expert like him so afraid of
viruses?

8. Why does Gene Johnson have nightmares about airborne Ebola? What are the other vectors, or transmission paths, of infections (airborne is one method)? 

9. Which system is attacked first? Why is this important? 

10. Why did Nancy take off her rings before entering the lab? 

11. Why are gloves portrayed as the most important part of the defense against Ebola? 

12. What are some people’s superstitions in dealing with level 4? 

13. What is the decon shower for? 

TOTAL IMMERSION 
1. How did the monkeys react when they saw Jaax and Johnson? 

2. How are the blood samples stored? 

3. Compare the symptoms of the dead monkeys with the symptoms in the human victims portrayed so far. Make a list. 

4. Why is handling a monkey in level 4 “tricky”? 

5. What were the safety considerations in getting the monkey out of the cage and into the autopsy room? 

6. Is Ebola a DNA or RNA virus? 

7. What is a “rongeur”? 

8. Why can’t you use a bone saw in level 4? Page 87. 

9. What happened to Nancy Jaax while she was dissecting the monkeys with Lt. Johnson? 

10. What is the Slammer? The Submarine? 

11. After the shower, what does Nancy notice? What is her first reaction? 

12. What is the end product of the test on Nancy’s glove? 

EBOLA RIVER 
1. Where is the virus’ original spreading point? Who was the “index case”? 

2. How did the practices of the hospital in Maridi contribute to the spread of the disease?  

What did the nuns at the Yambuku Hospital do to sterilize used syringes? 

3. Define hot as it is used in this book. 

4. How did the trip to the market contribute to the outbreak of the disease? 

5. After the first recorded patient, how many villages were infected? What does this tell you about the possible location of the infection? 

6. What is so important about Nurse Mayinga’s story? Why doesn’t she go into quarantine for her condition? 

7. Why does the author shift to the present tense while telling this story? 

8. What happened to sister M.E.’s blood? Where did it go? 

9. Who is Dr. Karl Johnson and what office does he head up? 

10. What is the condition of the sample when it arrives at the CDC? What precautions does Patricia Webb take in handling it? 

11. Who is Fred Murphy and what is his specialty? 

12. What about the picture scares Murphy? What did he do next? 

13. What is the characteristic shape they notice? Why did they decide it was a new strain? 

14. Who is Joel Breman and what does he do? Why is he so afraid? 

15. How did the CDC team ultimately get to Bumba? 

16. How did the native crew react upon landing? 

17. How did the Belgian doctor on the scene handle the situation? 

18.  “The red chamber of the virus queen” is a metaphor to what other organism? 

19. What were some of the steps that the villagers had taken to control the spread of the disease on their own? 

20. How did Nurse Mayinga die? How many contacts had she had before being hospitalized? 

21. How did they store the bodies to prevent spread? 

22. How did Karl Johnson set up an isolated hospital in this setting? 

23. In the end, did the first Zaire outbreak show symptoms of airborne transmission? 

CARDINAL 
1. How was the sample stored for safety handling? How many levels of physical and biological protection were there? 

2. What happened to Peter Cardinal? 

3. What is “third spacing” and why were his symptoms concerning about an airborne infection? 

4. Describe the shape of the virus particle called the 'shepherd's crook." 

5. How did Gene Johnson culture the sample of Peter Cardinal’s blood serum? Describe the three steps of this experimental protocol. 

6. What does the relative lethality rate in animal species tell us about the original host or reservoir species? 

7. What did Lt. Johnson discover about Peter Cardinal and where he had been? 

8. What did Lt. Johnson's team discover in Kitum Cave? 

GOING DEEP 
1. In investigating Peter Cardinal’s family’s house, why were they interested in the animals? 

2. Describe the experiment in 1988 that confirmed that Ebola could travel through the air. 

3. What did the U.S. Army scientific team members wear in Kitum Cave to protect themselves? What other kinds of equipment did they carry to increase their safety? 

4. There were 35 specialists on this trip. What were some of their fields of expertise? 

5. How did they set up the containment facility as they approached the cave? 

6. What were the methods used to collect samples? Describe how light traps and pitfall traps work. 

7. Which other organisms did they test and collect samples from? 

8. What were the results of these tests? 

9. What was Nancy Jaax’s new job? How did she and Jerry get back to USAMRIID? 

