Oedipus, the King Study Questions
Answer the following questions as you read.  The translation we have is not divided into Episodes and Odes, but the poetic odes come in between the episodes (corresponding to modern day Acts and Scenes).  Questions are in the order the events appear in the play.
Prologue

1. Why have the priests come to Oedipus?

2. What qualities do we immediately see in Oedipus?

3. What ironies are introduced in the Prologue?

4. What news does Creon bring from Delphi?

Parados (Ode of Entry)

5. What is the mood of the Chorus upon entrance?  What appeals do they make?

First Episode

6. In what ways does Oedipus criticize his subjects?

7. What signs of rashness do we see in Oedipus?

8. What is Tiresias attitude toward Oedipus when he enters the scene?

9. What ironies arise in this episode?

10. What false conclusion does Oedipus reach as a result of his quarrel with Tiresias?  What effect does this conclusion have on Oedipus?

11. What role does the Chorus play in the quarrel?

Second Choral Ode
12. What issues are discussed in the Second Choral Ode?

Second Episode

13. What does Creon’s counterargument to Oedipus’ charges reveal about Creon’s character?

14. Contrast Oedipus’ and Creon’s approach to political power. 

15. What decision does the Chorus persuade Oedipus to make regarding Creon?

16. How does Jocasta attempt to refute Tiresias’ allegation?

17. How doe Jocasta’s attempt to soothe Oedipus backfire?
18. What does Oedipus Jocasta about his own past?

19. Whom does Oedipus ask to have brought to him at the end of the Second Episode?  Why does he issue this order?

20. What philosophical question arises in this episode?

Third Choral Ode

21. What is the subject of the ode?

Third Episode

22. What is Jocasta doing at the beginning of this episode?  How is her mood different from her earlier appearance?

23. What news does the messenger bring?

24. What comment does Jocasta make to the Chorus and the messenger about fate?

25. What does the name “Oedipus” mean?

26. How is Oedipus’ character further developed in this scene?

27. Why does Jocasta attempt to keep Oedipus from questioning the shepherd?

28. How does Jocasta misconstrue her pleas to stop the investigation?

29. What is implied about self-knowledge and its price in the play?

Fourth Choral Ode

30. What is the subject of the fourth ode?

Fourth Episode

31. Why is the shepherd reluctant to speak?

32. What facts does the shepherd bring to light?

33. What admirable trait is revealed about Oedipus’ character in the scene where he discovers the full truth about himself?

34. How does Sophocles generate a feeling of climactic action in this episode?

Fifth Choral Ode

35. How does the Chorus react in this ode to Oedipus’ turn of fortune?

36. How does the Chorus expand on the theme of illusion and reality in this ode?

Exodos

37. Why do the play’s most violent acts take place offstage?
38. What does Oedipus’ reaction to his downfall say about his courage?

39. What does Oedipus ask of Creon?  What is Creon’s decision?

40. What image of Creon is left by his final words to Oedipus?

