“When Mr. Pirzada Came to Dine”  p. 452-469 by Jhumpa Lahiri
 Vocabulary:  Write the definition and an original sentence with each new word from the story.

1. ascertain –

2. autonomy-

3. compatriot

4. sovereignty

5. impeccably

6. imperceptible

7. assail

8. concede

Identify the word from each group that is not related to the other words in the list.

1. doubt, ascertain, discover, realize

2. freedom, autonomy, independence, restriction

3. stranger, foreigner, compatriot, outsider

4. sovereignty, dependence, neediness, reliance
5. messily, sloppily, carelessly, impeccably

6. obvious, imperceptible, tangible, distinct
7. greet, assail, welcome, embrace
8. admit, allow, concede, correct
Study Questions:  Read the story and answer the following

1. What details in lines 8-27 tell how Mr. Pirzada’s life in New England is different from his life in Dacca?

2. Who is telling the story?  How does this point of view affect the story?

3. How did Lilia’s family come to invite Mr. Pirzada to dinner?  What does this say about the family?

4. Based upon what he says in lines 50-59, how does Lilia’s father feel about Partition?  How do you know?

5. Lilia’s father explains the conflict in Pakistan.  Does she understand it?  Explain.

6. Why does Lilia’s mother tell her husband, “We live here now, she was born here” (lines 89-90)?

7. Why does Lilia have conflicting feelings for Mr. Pirzada?

8. What insight about Mr. Pirzada does Lilia gain from seeing him tend to his pocket watch?

9. How does Lilia’s father attempt to educate her about what is going on in the world?  What is its effect on her?

10. What is Lilia studying in school?  What details reflect her attitude towards these studies?  Why does Mrs. Kenyon disregard the book Lilia is reading?

11. Why does the author include details about carving the pumpkin and getting ready for Halloween?

12. Why does Mr. Pirzada feel protective towards Lilia?

13. How is the atmosphere on Halloween night different at Dora’s and Lilia’s homes?  Why?

14. How do Lilia’s family and Mr. Pirzada behave during the 12 days of war between Pakistan and India?

15. Why does Lila throw away the remaining candies Mr. Pirzada had given her? 

