MLA Citations
In order to properly make your Works Cited and Annotated Bibliography, you will need to prepare a Source Card on an index card for each source you use.  Whenever you have read some information and you feel fairly certain that it is information you can use, the first step is to make a source card.  Before you do that, look down the list and decide what type of source it is.  See the following types of information (if you have a more unusual type of information, see the teacher, the MLA guidelines, or a website that contains MLA information).

Print Sources

A Book

Last Name of Author, First Name. Name of Book. (When handwriting name of book, underline to remind you to italicize when typing) Place of Publication:  Publisher, Date.  Medium of publication.

Tan, Amy. The Bonesetter’s Daughter. New York:  Putnam, 2001. Print.

Article or chapter in a book with one author

Last Name of author of selection, (not entire book or editor of book) First Name.  “Title of article or

 chapter.” Name of Book.  Editor of book. Place of Publication:  Publisher, Date.  Page numbers. 

Medium of publication. 

Desai, Anita. “Scholar and Gypsy.” The Oxford Book of Travel Stories. Ed. Patricia Craig.  Oxford:


Oxford University Press, 1996. 251-73. Print.

A Book with multiple authors

For books with two or three authors, name the authors in the order they are listed in the source.  Reverse the name of the first author only.  For a book with four or more authors, either name all of them or name the first author, followed by “et al.”

Walker, Janice R., and Todd Taylor.  The Book of Sand. New York:  Putnam, 2002. Print.

Sloan, Frank A., et al.  The Oxford Book of Travel Stories.  New York:  Scholastic, 2001. Print.

Unknown author

If the author of a work is unknown, begin with the work’s title.  Titles of articles and other short works are put in quotation marks.  Titles of books and Web sites are italicized.  If titles start with “a”, “an”, or “the”, alphabetize by second word in title.

“Media Giants.”  Finding Neverland. New York:  Scholastic, 2001.  243-244. Print.

Two or more works by the same author

If your list of works cited includes two or more works by the same author, use the author’s name only for the first entry.  For other entries use three hyphens followed by a period.  List the titles in alphabetical order.

Atwood, Margaret.  Alias Grace:  A Novel. New York:  Doubleday, 1996. Print.

---. The Robber Bride. New York:  Doubleday, 1993. Print.

Multivolume work

Include the total number of volumes before the city and publisher, using the abbreviation “vols.” If your paper cites only one of the volumes, give the volume number before the city and publisher.

Conway, Jill Ker, ed.  Written by Herself. 2 vols.  New York:  Random, 1996. Print.

Lawrence, D. H. The Letters of D. H. Lawrence. Ed. James T. Boulton. Vol. 8. New York: Cambridge UP,


2000. Print.

Encyclopedia or Dictionary Entry

When an encyclopedia or a dictionary is well known, simply list the author of the entry (if there is one), the title of the entry, the title of the reference work, the edition number (if any) and the date of the edition. If the reference work is not well known, provide full publication information as well. If there are several entries for the same word, add Entry and the appropriate designation (number, for example). If you are citing a specific definition among several, add the abbreviation Def. (definition) and appropriate designation (numbers or letters, for example).

Posner, Rebecca.  “Romance Languages.” The New Encyclopedia Britannica: Macropedia. 15th ed. 1987. 


Print.

“Sonata.” The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language. 4th ed. 2000. Print.

“Manual.” Entry 2. Webster’s Third New International Dictionary. 1981.  Print.

“Noon.” Def. 4b. The Oxford English Dictionary. 2nd ed. 1989. Print.

Articles in a magazine or scholarly journal

List in order, separated by periods:  1) the author’s name; 2) the title of the article, in quotation marks; 3)the title of the magazine, italicized; 4) Series number or name (if relevant) 5) Volume number (for scholarly journal) 6) Issue number (if available) 7)the date and page numbers, separated by a colon.  If the magazine is issued monthly, give just the month and year.  If the magazine is issued weekly, give the exact date. Use a plus sign (+)after the page number if the article does not appear on consecutive pages. 8. Medium of publication.

Kaplan, Robert D. “History Moving North.” Atlantic Monthly  Feb. 1997: 21+. Print.

Lord, Lewis. “There’s Something about Mary Todd.” U.S. News and World Report 19 Feb. 2001: 53. Print.

Williams, Linda. “Of Kisses and Ellipses: The Long Adolescence of American Movies.” Critical Inquiry 

32.2 (2006): 288-340. Print.

Article in a Daily Newspaper

Begin with the name of the author, if there is one, followed by the title of the article.  Next give the name of the newspaper, the date, and the page number (including the section letter). Use a plus sign (+) after the page number if the article does not appear on consecutive pages. Medium of publication. 

Murphy, Sean P. “Decisions on Status of Tribes Draw Fire.” Boston Globe 27 Mar. 2001: A2. Print.

Electronic Sources

A Work Cited Only on the Web

Begin with 1) the name of the author , compiler, director, editor, narrator, performer, or translator of the work (if known); 2) the title of the work, italicized; 3) title of overall web site, italicized if distinct from item 2 4) version or edition 5) publisher or sponsor of the site; if not available, use N.p.; 6)the date of publication (day, month, and year, as available); if nothing is available, use n.d. 7) medium of publication (Web) 8. Date of access (day, month, and year). Each item is followed by a period except the publisher or sponsor, which is followed by a comma. 

Eaves, Morris, Robert Essick, and Joseph Viscomi, eds. The William Blake Archive. Lib. of Cong., 8 May

 2008. Web. 15 May 2008.

“Hourly News Summary.” National Public Radio. Natl. Public Radio, 20 July 2007. Web. 20 July 2007. 

Liu, Alan, ed. Home page. Voice of the Shuttle. Dept. of English, U of California, Santa Barbara, n.d. Web.


15 May 2008. 

A Work on the Web Cited with Print Publication Data

If the nonperiodical work you are citing also appeared in print (as in a book available online), you need to include the bibliographic data for the print publication as part of your entry.  Begin the entry with relevant facts about print publication. Instead of concluding with Print as the medium of publication, record the following information in sequence: 1) title of database or Web site, italicized; 2) medium of publication (web); 3) date of access (day, month, and year). If no pages are available (and usually are not), use N.  pag.

Bierce, Ambrose. “Academy.” The Devil’s Dictionary. The Collected Works of Ambrose Bierce. Vol 7.


New York: Neale, 1911. N. pag. The Ambrose Bierce Project. Web. 15 May 2008.

Bown, Jennifer M. “Going Solo: The Experience of Learning Russian in a Non-traditional Environmnet.” 


Diss. Ohio State U, 2004. N. pag. OhioLINK. Web. 15 May 2008.

Article in an online periodical

When citing online articles, follow the guidelines for printed articles, giving whatever information is available in the online source.  Conclude the entry with the following items: 1) Medium of publication consulted (Web); 2) date of access (day, month, and year).

Raja, Masood Ashraf. Voices of Resistance: Muslim Women on War, Faith, and Sexuality, ed. Sarah 

Husain. Postcolonial Text 3.2 (2007): n. pag. Web. 5 June 2008.

Shehan, Constance L., and Amanda B. Moras. “Deconstructing Laundry: Gendered Technologies and


The Reluctant Redesign of Household Labor.” Michigan Family Review 11 (2006): n. pag. Web.

8 Nov. 2007.

Article Published in an Online Database

When citing online articles, follow the guidelines for printed articles, giving whatever information is available. Conclude the entry with 1) title of database, italicized; 2) medium of publication (Web); 3) date of access (day, month, and year).

Chan, Evans. “Postmodernism and Hong Kong Cinema.” Postmodern Culture 10.3 (2000): n. pag. Project


Muse. Web. 5 June 2008.

Evangelista, Stefano. Victorian and Edwardian Responses to the Italian Renaissance, ed. John E. Law and 


Lene Ostermark-Johansen. Victorian Studies 46.4 (2006): 729-31. Academic Search Premier. 

Web. 12 Mar. 2007.

If you have other types of sources, such as films, video recordings, interviews, lectures, etc., see the teacher or consult the new (7th edition) of MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. Since significant changes have been made in MLA this year, avoid the use of Citation Maker, cutting and pasting from the publication information given at end of online articles, etc.  You will lose significant points on several grades involving correct citations.  

