Introduction to Rhetoric

Rhetoric:  the art of finding and analyzing all the choices involving 

language that a writer, speaker, reader or listener might make in a situation 

        the specific features of texts that cause them to be

meaningful, purposeful, and effective in a situation

Rhetorical situation:  the specific situation that causes a writer to



compose a text

Persona: the personality (or image) that a person projects 

Audience:  the person or persons for whom the text is written or



spoken

One Analytic Method:     DATA




    CLAIM




    BECAUSE (stated or implied)

Example:  In his book High and Mighty, Kevin Bradsher labels the sport utility vehicle (SUV) “the world’s most dangerous vehicle.”  He points out that the Ford Explorer gets 14 miles to a gallon of gas, less than half of what the average new automobile in Japan gets.  He notes that the Chevy Suburban emits 7.5 times more air pollution than the average automobile.  He describes how in traffic accidents “SUV’s … slide over cars’ bumpers and sturdy door sills, slamming into passenger compartments” of similar vehicles.
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WHAT IS IMPLIED:

