“Harrison Bergeron”
Study Guide Questions

1. Describe the society in the story. What conclusion can you form about this society? 

2. How does the society affect the thoughts and reactions of the people? How does it influence their job performance?

3. Describe behaviors that you think might be viewed as abnormal and/or illegal.

4. Why does George believe that removing any of the lead weight from his handicap bag will be detrimental to his society?

5. Identify the conflict between Harrison and the society.

6. Why is Harrison so handicapped by the government? Have you ever felt that your skills/talents were handicapped? Explain your answer.

7. Does Harrison have an accurate view of himself? Why is this a conflict with the government?

8. How does the narrator reveal his views of breaking the laws at the end of the story?

9. How is the conflict resolved?

Harrison Bergeron Vocabulary

Vigilance
Wince

Consternation

Cower

Synchronize
Neutralizing

1. Ashli ____________(ed) in the corner when she heard the mysterious knock at the door.  She was very afraid of noises after dark.

2. Sandy’s ______________ for the Neighborhood Watch was surpassed by no one. Nothing gets by her.

3. Due to the impact of hitting the ground, Karen ____________(ed) in pain.  She realized that skateboarding was not all it was cracked up to be.

4. After listening to a lecture on astrophysics, Kevin had a look of ______________.  He was utterly and totally confused.

5. Members of the Junior ROTC spend numerous hours ______________(ing) their steps.  Uniformity takes time and many repetitions.

6. _______________ their rancid smell after physical activity, the teenage boys sprayed an inordinate amount of AXE spray.

