“By the Waters of Babylon” Discussion Questions

1. Examine the syntax of the first paragraph.  What kind of sentence predominates?  What is the effect?

2. What kind of a person is the narrator of the story?  Do you think he is a reliable narrator?  Explain.

3. How do the diction and syntax used in the story fit the character?  Explain.

4. Based upon clues early in the story, what did you think the setting was?  At what point did you realize what the real setting was?

5. The background information on page 264 explains the Biblical allusion in the story’s title.  Explain how the Biblical allusion connects with the story.

6. In the second full paragraph on page 272, John says, “Perhaps in the old days, they ate knowledge too fast.”  What do you think he means?

7. Based upon clues given in the story, what are the following:

a. the Great Burning

b. Ou-dis-sun

c. Statue of man named ASHING

d. Caves and tunnels

