Learning through Discussion Questions Book II Chapters 1-12 ATTC
Be prepared to discuss the following questions on the day of the class discussion.

Chapter 1

1. Why is Mr. Jarvis Lorry a perfect representative of Tellson’s Bank in London?

2. Why is it ironic that Jerry Cruncher works for Tellson’s?

Chapter 2

3. Describe Charles Darnay.

4. What is Darnay’s attitude in court?

Chapter 3

5. What is the atmosphere in the Court?

6. Who are the first two witnesses against Darnay?  What do they claim Darnay has done?  How is their character impeached?

7. Why did Dickens present the testimony of Roger Cly and John Barsad in third person instead of reporting their exact words as he does in Mr. Lorry’s, Lucie’s, and Dr. Manette’s testimony?
8. What metaphor describes the spectators?  Why is this an apt metaphor?

9. What does the judge say or do that shows that he is biased in the case?  What is his bias?
10. What evidence is there that Sydney Carton, although he appears to be not paying attention, is watching everything in the courtroom carefully?
11. Why is Darnay acquitted?

Chapter 4

12. Describe Styver.

13. What is Dr. Manette’s reaction to Charles Darnay after the trial?
14. When Carton asks Darnay, “Do you think I particularly like you?” what is the answer.  Why?

15. What image of foreshadowing is at the end of this chapter?

Chapter 5

16. Who is the jackal?  Why this metaphor?

17. Who is the lion?  Why?

18. What does Carton call Lucie near the end of the chapter?  Why?

Chapter 6

19. Describe the Manette household.

20. Why is Miss Pross upset with Lucie?

21. When Mr. Lorry asks Miss Pross if Dr. Manette knows why he was imprisoned, what is her answer?  Explain.

22. Describe Dr. Manette’s mental state now.

23. Describe the conversation Darnay has with Dr. Manette when he describes the workman who finds a letter hidden in one of the cells in the tower of London?  What is Dr. Manette’s reaction?   What do you think the purpose of this conversation is?  

24. What might the discussion of the footsteps at the end of the chapter mean?

Chapter 7

25. What is the significance of the scene with the Monseigneur and his hot chocolate?

26. Describe the Marquis (not Monseigneur of the chocolate pot).

27. Describe the scene when the child is killed by the Marquis.

Chapter 8
28. Why is it significant that the Marquis is steeped in crimson by the setting sun?

29. Why is the Marquis upset by what the road mender has seen?

30. What is the significance of the scene with the woman in the graveyard?

Chapter 9

31. Who is Monsieur Charles?

32. How does Darnay’s philosophy differ from his uncle’s?

33. What information does the Marquis relate that shows he knows a great deal about Darnay’s business in England?

34. How is the murder of the Marquis foreshadowed?  What hints are given as to the identity of the murderer?

Chapter 10

35. What year is it at the beginning of this chapter?  How much time has elapsed between chapter 9 and 10?

36. What is Darnay’s job now?

37. What is Dr. Manette’s reaction to Darnay’s request to court Lucie?

38. Why doesn’t Dr. Manette want to know Darnay’s true identity?

39. What are the two promises?

Chapter 11

40. How does Stryver view a marriage to Lucie?

41. Describe Carton’s response to Stryver’s self-flattery.

Chapter 12

42. Who is the “fellow of delicacy”?  Why is he called this?

43. What is Mr. Lorry’s reaction when Stryver announces he is going to ask Lucie to marry him?

44. How does Stryver make Mr. Lorry angry?
45. How does Stryver react to the certainty that his suit will fail?

