Learning Through Discussion Questions – A Tale of Two Cities – Book I

Note the title of Book I and the title of each chapter – why does Dickens use these titles?   If you are absent the day of the discussion, be prepared to turn in your answers in writing.  Besides noting the titles of the chapters, prepare for the class discussion by answering the following:

Chapter 1 – The Period

1. What conditions prevail in England and France in 1775?

Chapter 2 – The Mail

2. How does Dickens create an atmosphere of mystery and danger?

Chapter 3 – The Night Shadows 

3. Read the opening paragraph of Chapter 3.  What is the point of view here?  Why use this point of view?

4. Describe Jerry Cruncher.  (both physically and personality-wise)

5. What is (are) the purpose(s) of chapter 3?

Chapter 4 – The Preparation
6. Describe Mr. Jarvis Lorry (both physically and as a personality).

7. How does Dickens describe the town of Dover?  Why include this description?

8. What is the pretense for getting Miss Manette to meet Mr. Lorry?

9. Recount the story of Lucie’s parents, as Mr. Lorry tells it.
10. What has been Mr. Lorry’s relationship with Lucie over the years?  What does this say about Mr. Lorry?

11. How does Lucie react to the news Mr. Lorry gives her? 

12. Describe the woman who comes to Lucie’s aide when she faints.

Chapter V – The Wine-Shop
13. What is the significance of the broken wine-cask episode?

14. Describe Gaspard.

15. Describe Monsieur DeFarge.

16. Describe Madame DeFarge.

17. What is the purpose of the description of the staircase up to Dr. Manette’s garret?

18. Why does Monsieur DeFarge show Dr. Manette to select visitors?

Chapter VI – The Shoemaker

19. Describe Dr. Manette.

20. What name does Dr. Manette give when asked his name?  Why? 

21. Who does Dr. Manette think Lucie is?  Why?

22. Why does Lucie try to make her father weep?

23. What is the point of view of the novel overall?  What strengths and weaknesses are inherent in that point of view?

