Antigone Study Questions
Answer the following questions on this sheet or on a separate piece of paper.  In addition, make sure you can summarize each section of the play.
Prologue and Parodos

1. How are Antigone and Ismene foils of each other?  What characteristics do you see in each?  Does Sophocles seem to side with one or the other?

2. What motivates Antigone to break Creon’s law?

Episode 1 – Ode 1

3. What metaphor is used to describe the city of Thebes?  The same metaphor was used in Oedipus, the King.
4. Read Creon’s speech – lines 8-47.  What is the tone at the beginning?  Does it change?

5. What characteristics of Creon are revealed in lines 103-130 when the Choragos mentions that maybe the gods have buried Polyneices?

6. What dramatic irony do you see in lines 138-140?

7. In the last stanza of Ode 1 – why does the chorus decide to support Creon?

Episode 2 – Ode 2

8. What simile does the Sentry use to describe Antigone?  What is the effect?

9. Why does the Sentry bring Antigone in?

10. What reason does Antigone give for her actions?

11. Why does Creon arrest Ismene as well?  What do lines 89-92 mean?

12. Do you think Antigone reads the motives of the Theban elders correctly? Why or why not?
13. In lines 122-123, what is revealed about the Choragos attitude toward Ismene?  How does this differ from Creon’s attitude?

14. Why do you think Ismene changes her mind about her brother’s burial?

15. How can Antigone’s rejection of Ismene be seen as a matter of pride? (lines 131-147)
16. What do we find out about Creon’s son Haimon and his relationship to Antigone?

17. What does Creon mean when he speaks to the guards? (line 163-165)

18. Who is the “last flower of Oedipus” alive in Ode 2, line 10?

19. What does the Chorus see as the reason for the “god’s vengeance”?

20. What is the tone of Choral Ode 2?

Episode 3 – Ode 3

21. What is Haimon’s attitude toward his father at the beginning of the scene?  How does this change?

22. Why is line 29 ironic?

23. Why does Creon feel that he must put Antigone to death?

24. What is Haimon’s response to his father? (lines 51-68)

25. Haimon uses 2 analogies to show Creon that it is wise to be flexible.  What are they?

26. What does Haimon seem to suggest in line 119?

27. Why does Creon change his mind about punishing Ismene?  Why does he change his mind about the method of punishing Antigone?

28. What is the Chorus’ attitude toward love?

Episode 4 – Ode 4

29. What is the tone of Antigone’s speech now?  How is it different from the earlier tone?

30. What does Antigone blame her present trouble on?  Does the Chorus agree with her?

31. What do you predict will happen to make Creon’s “punishment equal to my [Antigone’s] own?

32. Ode 4 makes allusions to three Greek myths.  What does Antigone have in common with the characters in these myths?

Episode 5 – Paean
33. According to Tiresias, what has caused the gods’ anger?

34. What is Creon’s reaction?  How does this reaction demonstrate his pride?
35. What is Tiresias prophesy concerning Creon?

36. Why do you think Creon finally changes his mind?

37. At this point in the play, why is it appropriate for the chorus to call on the god Dionysos to “come with clement feet”?

Exodos

38. What news does the messenger bring?

39. Explain line 98.

40. What further tragedy awaits Creon when he returns with his son’s body?

41. Paraphrase the last lines of the play spoken by the Choragos.
