Julius Caesar Act IV  and V

Study Questions

Scene 1

1. Who are the members of the new triumvirate?

2. What are they doing in this opening scene of Act IV?  What does this show about the triumvirate?

3. What details suggest that this triumvirate is showing signs of strain?

4. How does the Antony in this scene differ from the one seen at Caesar’s funeral?

Scene 2
1. Where has Lucillius been?

2. What simile is used to describe how Lucillius has been treated?

3. Why does Brutus want to go into his tent to talk to Cassius once he arrives?

Scene 3
1. Who has Brutus accused of taking bribes?

2. What is an “itching palm”?
3. What does Brutus want Cassius to remember?

4. Who is older – Brutus or Cassius?

5. What do lines 69 – 77 suggest about Brutus?

6. Cassius expresses a death wish in lines 93-107.  How does this wish echo earlier threats?

7. How does the quarrel between Cassius and Brutus end?  Have they resolved their original grievance?

8. After the poet and other soldiers leave, Brutus tells Cassius what has been bothering him.  What is his news?  How and why did it happen?

9. After Brutus tells Cassius, how would you contrast their emotional states?  How do you account for this difference?

10. Explain what has happened in the proscription by 2nd triumvirate?   What specific senator is mentioned?
11. What plan does Cassius have regarding Antony’s forces at Phillipi?  Does Brutus agree?  Why?

12. Explain what Brutus means in lines 218-224.
13. What anachronism do you see in the scene between Brutus and Lucius before the ghost appears?

14. What message does the ghost have for Brutus?

Act V
Scene 1

1. What brief argument do Antony and Octavius have before the parley?

2. What is a “parley”?  What is the purpose of the parley in the play?

3. What does Cassius mean in lines 45-47 when he says Brutus can thank himself for the offending tongue?

4. What does Cassius call Antony and Octavius?

5. What special day is this for Cassius?

6. What omen has Cassius seen?

7. What opinion does Brutus have of suicide?  Why?

8. According to Cassius, what will happen to the losing army after the battle?

Scene 2

1. Where does Brutus send Messala?

Scene 3

1. Who are the “villains” that Cassius refers to?

2. What does Cassius ask Titinius to do?

3. What does Pindarus report to Cassius?

4. What does Cassius do after he gets this news?

5. Why is it significant that Cassius mentions Caesar at this moment?

6. What does Titinius compare Cassius to when he returns?  Why is this an apt metaphor?

7. Why does Titinius kill himself?

8. What was the outcome of the first battle?
9. What does Brutus cry when he sees Titinius and Cassius?  

10. According to Shakespeare, when will the second battle occur?  When did it actually occur?

Scene 4

1. Who is young Cato?  What happens to him?

2. Who does Lucilius pretend to be?  Why?

Scene 5

1. What us Brutus’ mood at the beginning of this scene?

2. What is he asking his friends to do?

3. How many times has the ghost of Caesar appeared to Brutus?
4. Who finally accepts Brutus’ request?
5. What is Antony’s opinion of Brutus at the end of the play?

6. In Shakespearian tragedy, the dominant leader always utters the final hopeful lines.  Shakespeare is letting the audience know that in the inevitable struggle for power between Octavius and Antony, one will become dominant.  Which character speaks the last lines?  What is the message of those last lines?
