Julius Caesar Act II Study Questions

Scene 1

1. Who is Lucius?

2. Has Brutus made up his mind regarding whether or not he will join the conspiracy?  What is/are his reasons for his choice?

3. What extended metaphor does Brutus use to describe how Caesar may act if crowned king?  Lines 10-35 p. 799

4. What did Lucius find at the window?

5. In lines 64-69, Brutus uses legal terms to describe an internal conflict.  What words in this passage would normally be used in a legal or political context?

6. What family relationship is there between Cassius and Brutus?

7. What do you think it means in line 73 that “their hats are plucked about their ears”?

8. Read lines 77-85.  How does Brutus feel about the conspiracy to kill Caesar?

9. Cassius suggests an oath, but Brutus says “no” and the rest accept his decision.  What does this reveal about the leadership of the conspiracy?

10. What is Brutus’s reason for not needing an oath?

11. Why does Metellus want to include Cicero in the plot?  Why does Brutus disagree?

12. Who else does Cassius want murdered along with Caesar?  Why?
13. What metaphor does Brutus use to describe Antony?

14. What remark does Brutus make that is an anachronism?

15. Why does Cassius believe that Caesar will be reluctant to go to the Senate that day?

16. Why does Portia think that Brutus is worried about something (what has he been doing that makes her infer he is worried)?

17. Who was Portia’s father?  What does this imply about her attitude toward the conspiracy to kill Caesar?

18. Is Portia genuinely devoted to Brutus?  What makes you think that?

19. Why does Ligarius agree to join the conspiracy even before he hears the details?

Scene 2

1. What has Calupurnia cried out in her sleep?

2. What flaws in Caesar’s character can you see in lines 10-12 in scene 2?

3. Why is Calpurnia afraid for Caesar to leave the house?
4. What do lines 30 & 31 mean?

5. What is Caesar’s attitude toward death?

6. What metaphor does Caesar use to describe himself when the servant brings news from the augurers (lines 41-48)?

7. What is Calpurnia’s solution to keep Caesar from going to the Senate?

8. Does Caesar use her excuse?  What does he tell Decius to tell the Senators?

9. What was Calpurnia’s dream?

10. How does Decius interpret Calpurnia’s dream?

11. How does Decius convince Caesar to go to the Senate?  Why is his speech ironic?
12. What irony is in Tribonius’s words to Caesar ( 123-125)?

13. Why do you think Shakespeare has Caesar repeatedly express his friendship for the conspirators?

14. What is the basic message of Artemidorus’s letter?

15. From Portia’s actions in Scene 4, what can you assume has happened?

16. How is the Portia in this last scene different from the Portia in Act II, scene 1?

