The Tragedy of Julius Caesar – Study Questions

Act I

Directions:  Answer the following questions.  You may answer on this paper or on your notebook paper.  Be prepared to turn in the answers on the due dates given.

Act I – Scene i

1. What classes of Romans are introduced in this scene?

2. What attitude do the commoners have in talking with the tribunes?

3. For what do the tribunes criticize the people?

4. What is the attitude of the tribunes toward Caesar and the passing events?

5. Explain the term “sign of your profession”.

6. What are the puns used in this scene?

7. What quality of the mob does Marullus satirize?

8. What is the Feast of Lupercal?

9. Interpret the metaphor in Flavus’ last speech in Scene i.

10. What is Shakespeare’s main purpose in this opening scene?

Scene ii

11. Does Caesar show any signs of being superstitious?  If so, explain his superstition.

12. What are “the ides of March”?

13. What has Cassius noticed about Brutus?

14. What is Cassius trying to do in his long talk with Brutus?  Why doesn’t he come to his point at once?

15. What fear concerning Caesar does Brutus express to Cassius?

16. Brutus states that he has lately been “with himself at war” (I, ii, 46-47).  What is it that is bothering Brutus?  What kind of conflict is this?

17. How did Cassius once save Caesar’s life?

18. What idea does Cassius present that would be most likely to influence Brutus?

19. What is Brutus’ response to Cassius?

20. What is Caesar’s opinion of Cassius?

21. Why do the people shout three times?

22. What physical weaknesses of Caesar are revealed in this scene?
23. What happened to Marullus and Flavius?  What can you infer about Caesar’s governing style?

24. What plan does Cassius have to further persuade Brutus?

Scene iii

25. Describe what is happening in nature during this scene.  What is its dramatic purpose?

26. Name the prodigies.

27. How are the various characters affected by this?
28. What does Cassius believe is the cause of all the prodigies?

29. What do the senators intend to do the next day?

30. What does Cassius mean in line 90 when he says, “Cassius from bondage will deliver Cassius”?

31. Give Cassius’ description of the Romans.  
32. What instruction does Cassius give Cinna?

33. Why are Cassius and the other conspirators so anxious to have Brutus join the conspiracy?
34. After reading all of Scene iii, what is the time interval between this and the first scene?

